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EDITORIAL   Paul Astell  
 

ARLY ON IN MY EDITORSHIP I inherited a batch of back numbers of this 

magazine. It is quite instructive to look back on times past within our recorded 

music movement. For example, the hundredth edition of Bulletin (Spring 1984) 

celebrated that particular milestone by including a couple of articles on the history of 

the Federation, and of Bulletin itself. The latter was penned by no less a person than the 

one responsible for getting the NFGS off the ground in the first place back in 1936. 

Number 100 also has photocopied images of the first-ever Bulletin issued in 1947. We 

have recreated its front page, if only to see how far we have come since those four 

pages were published! Check out our ‘From the archives’ feature within these pages. 

 The FRMS – and before it the NFGS – was a much larger organisation back then, of course, and many societies 

have since fallen by the wayside, but many are still going strong, including the good folks at Orpington RMS. Their 

vice-chairman, Ian Bailey, mentioned in the previous issue (Autumn 2017, page 14) that they have links with the 

beginnings of the Federation, and we hear from Ian again this time where he reports on last year’s 80
th
 anniversary 

celebrations. Our records show that Orpington is just about the oldest Society having continuous affiliation to the 

NFGS/FRMS – unless, of course, you know different! So we are delighted to have Orpington as our front cover 

feature for this issue and we wish them many more years of musical pleasure. 

 The Autumn 2018 issue of this magazine will be the last under my editorship. By that time it will be almost eight 

years since I attended my first committee meeting as an observer, having shown an interest in the job. I’m sure I’ll 

have more to say next time about my experiences, but it has been an enjoyable time. Meanwhile, we are looking for 

somebody to fill the editor’s role. As FRMS chairman Allan Child mentioned in his recent Newsletter (No. 18, 

January 2018), as the Federation evolves, it may be appropriate to review the future of the magazine. Any new editor 
will certainly be involved with that process and anybody interested should contact us as soon as possible. 

 Finally, it has been a pleasure dealing with some wonderful people within the music industry. Judith Weir, 

Master of the Queen’s Music, who appeared at the 2017 Daventry Weekend, is one such. Having received her copy 

of the magazine she wrote: ‘…a good read, and thanks to your reporter for the fine write-up of my own talk in 

Daventry’. That reporter knows who she is! ●   

E 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Y&NRG Spring Music Weekend, March 16
th

-19
th

 2018 (Page 9) 
Torbay Musical Weekend, November 16

th
-19

th
 2018 

FRMS 2018 AGM, date and venue to be advised  

 

 

The editor acknowledges the assistance of Sue Parker (Barnsley and 

Huddersfield RMSs) in the production of this magazine.  
 

For more information about the FRMS please go to 

www.thefrms.co.uk 




























































